Justice Brennan s Choice 

We are appalled at the re- 
cent events concerning the ap- 
pointment and subsequent 
withdrawal of the appoint- 
ment of Michael E. Tigar as 
law clerk to Mr. Justice Bren- 
nan. 

As law students, we have 
been led to believe that the 
Supreme Court, among all our 
institutions, was the least sub- 
ject to outside political in- 
fluence. Now a member of 
that respected Bench has suc- 
cumbed to criticism aimed at 
his prospective law clerk be- 
cause of that clerk’s alleged 
leftist views. If Mr. Tigar is 
intelligent enough to lead his 
class academically at the 
University of California and 
was judged by his peers quali- 
fied to hold the coveted posi- 
tion of Editor-in-Chief of the 
Law Review, we are satisfied 
that he would discharge his 
duty to the Supreme Court 
and to the law without regard 
to his political views, for this 
is the first commandment of 
the lawyer. 

We are not so much con- 
cerned with the actions of Rep- 
resentative Tuck or the oth- 
er rightists ’who attacked Mr. 
Tigar, for we are afraid that 
they will never understand 
this elementary principle of 
the profession of law, but Mr. 
Justice Brennan has seriously 
compromised his position as 
an arbiter of the law, and has 
injured the integrity of the 
Supreme Court of the United 
States. 
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